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Plain Reasons for Keeping to the Authorised Version 
(Questions based on pp. 6-10 of Bible Witness, Volume 11, Issue 2 – 400TH YEAR OF KJV & 10TH YEAR OF BW) 

1. Why can we say that the Authorised Version of the Bible is based on a better text? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Can we readily assume that “the oldest manuscripts must be the best”? Explain your answer 
in the light of the best-known 4th-century manuscripts – the “Codex Vaticanus” and the 
“Codex Sinaiticus”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are the implications if the Lord’s commands in Deuteronomy 4:2 were to be 
disregarded in the work of Bible translation? Discuss how the Living Bible’s translation of 
John 1:17 exemplifies such a situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Point out the uniqueness of the KJV translation of Luke 19:10 and 1 John 5:12 and cite the 
great benefit such a rendering would have to the readers. 
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5. Look up 1 Timothy 3:16 in the KJV and explain how modern versions weaken or obliterate 
the doctrine of the deity of Christ in this verse (e.g. NIV “Beyond all question, the mystery 
from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the 
Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, 
was taken up in glory.”). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Some modern versions translate the word “virgin” [Hebrew: ha’almah] in Isaiah 7:14 as 
“young woman”. Discuss the grievous implications of such an error. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Cite the many areas in which the Authorised Version is superior to the modern versions and 
why we must not exchange it for these inferior versions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Review the appended article “A Brief Record of KJV’s Beginning” to get an overview of the 
marvellous work done by the translators of this most beautiful Bible translation. 
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Questions About the King James Version 
(Questions based on pp. 11-18 of Bible Witness, Volume 11, Issue 2 – 400TH YEAR OF KJV & 10TH YEAR OF BW) 

1. In saying that the KJV is “the Word of God”, is the writer claiming that the KJV is the 
directly inspired Scriptures? (Q&A #1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why can’t we use modern versions if the KJV cannot claim to be 100% equivalent to the 
inspired Hebrew/Aramaic and Greek Scriptures anyway? (Q&A #3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Anti-KJVists have always been pointing out “mistakes” in the KJV. What are these 
“mistakes” and how many of these can be found? (Q&A #4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What major difference exists between the KJV and the other English Reformation Bibles? 
What does the Pro-KJV position advocate? (Q&A #6-7) 
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5. Did the preface of the 1611 KJV really say that even the worst (‘meanest’) English versions 
of the Bible can still be viewed as the Word of God? Discuss. (Q&A #8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Explain and refute Ruckmanism in the light of Q&A #9-10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. If the KJV had undergone several revisions from 1611 to 1769, how is it different from the 
Revised Version (RV) or the Revised Standard Version (RSV)? (Q&A #11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What is the Westminster Confession of Faith’s view of the Apocrypha and when was it 
finally removed from all Protestant Bibles? (Q&A #12) 
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9. Cite some inherent proofs in the KJV to show that King James was falsely accused of being 
homosexual. (Q&A #13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Were the human writers of the inspired Scriptures infallible men? How about the KJV 
translators? What important qualifications should Bible translators possess? (Q&A #14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. What should our attitude be towards those who reject the doctrine of the inerrancy and 
infallibility of the Bible? (Q&A #16-17) 
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The Praise of the Holy Scriptures 
(Questions based on pp. 19-20 of Bible Witness, Volume 11, Issue 2 – 400TH YEAR OF KJV & 10TH YEAR OF BW) 

1. Look up the following passages and reflect upon the importance of the Scriptures to our 
lives. 

 
a) John 5:39 –  
 
 
 
 
b) Isaiah 8:20 –  
 
 
 
 
c) Acts 17:11 –  
 
 
 
 
d) Matthew 22:29 –  
 
 
 
 
e) Luke 24:25 –  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 2 Timothy 3:15-17 gives us several reasons to praise the Holy Scriptures. Can you name 
them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Relate Augustine’s anecdote on how he got acquainted with the Scriptures, which changed 
his life forever. 
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4. Look up the statements of the following early church fathers quoted in this article and 
appreciate how they held the Scriptures in highest regard and praise. 

 
a) Augustine –  
 
 
 
 
b) Cyril –  
 
 
 
 
c) Tertullian –  
 
 
 
 
d) Justin Martyr –  
 
 
 
 
e) Basil –  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The last two columns of this article present the Scriptures’ excellence in poetic language. 
Can you compose a line of your own? 
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The Story of Our Bible 
(Questions based on pp. 21-27 of Bible Witness, Volume 11, Issue 2 – 400TH YEAR OF KJV & 10TH YEAR OF BW) 

1. What struck you the most as you read the introduction of this message that was preached to 
children? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. According to the author, the people of England in the olden days did not know about God 

and the way of salvation. What was the main reason for this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Name the two terrible things cited in this article that led the people of England into spiritual 

darkness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. John Wycliffe was known as the “morning star of the Reformation”. Why was this so? 

From which source text did he translate the Bible into English? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Discuss the doctrinal implications of the Latin Vulgate’s mistranslation of the word 

“Repent” as “Do penance” (Matthew 3:2; 4:17) and the phrase “Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured” as “Mary, full of grace” (Luke 1:28). 
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6. What was the major contribution of William Tyndale to the cause of the English Bible that 
made the author remark “perhaps England owes more to Tyndale than anybody else”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. When King Henry VIII ordered every church in England to have a copy of the Great Bible, 

these Bibles were said to be chained in the churches. Why? How do you measure up in your 
own desire for the Word of God? (Psalm 119:16, 131) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Explain how the Reformation in England came about even without a prominent leader like 

Luther, Zwingli or Calvin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. From which Bible did Shakespeare quote from? Why was it called such? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. What prompted the King James I of England to issue a royal appointment 400 years ago 

that there was going to be just one Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian Church                                                                                Page 10 

11. The phrase “Appointed to be read in churches” appears on the front page of the Authorised 
Version. What does it actually mean? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Sum up the intricate process involved in the work of translating the Authorised / King 

James Version. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Many idiomatic expressions (e.g. ‘thorn in the flesh’, ‘powers that be’, ‘a fly in the 

ointment’) come from the Authorised Version and have significantly influenced the English 
language. Can you mention some popular idioms that are found in the Bible? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Name the two faults of new Bible versions pointed out by the author. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. We are wonderfully favoured to have a Bible in English that is accurate and a true 

representation of God’s revelation. What were the important truths enumerated therein by 
the author, and what was his final exhortation? (John 5:39; Psalm 119:18) 
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The Accuracy of the Authorised Version 
(Questions based on pp. 28-32 of Bible Witness, Volume 11, Issue 2 – 400TH YEAR OF KJV & 10TH YEAR OF BW) 

1. What is the stand of the Trinitarian Bible Society regarding the Authorised Version? Relate 
it to your own belief and understanding of this Bible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Dissect the word ‘atonement’ and explain how it can have the same or an even better sense 

as ‘reconciliation’ or ‘satisfaction’ which is the true meaning of the Greek word katallagen 
in Romans 5:11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How did John Calvin explain the appropriateness of the Authorised Version’s rendering of 

the phrase ‘patient waiting for Christ’ in 2 Thessalonians 3:5? Look up these verses to 
ascertain that Calvin’s view is consistent with the theme of 1 & 2 Thessalonians. (1 
Thessalonians 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:16-17; 5:23 and 2 Thessalonians 1:10; 2:8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. By looking at the immediate context of the phrase ‘according to the foreknowledge of God 

the Father’ in 1 Peter 1:2, why can we be sure that it directly refers to the word ‘elect’ 
rather than the phrase ‘scattered throughout Pontus’? 
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5. The Authorised Version’s rendering of the phrase ‘cast the same in his teeth’ in Matthew 
27:44 is said to be ‘an exceedingly graphic translation’. Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Why did the King James’s translators use the phrase ‘sick of the palsy’ instead of the word 

‘paralytic’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
7. Can the Authorised Version’s rendering of the exclamation ‘God forbid’ of the Greek me 

genoito in Romans 3:4 be classified as the dynamic equivalence method of translation? 
Why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Is it inaccurate to use the word ‘devils’ for demons and ‘beasts’ for non-human living 

creatures (cf. Matthew 8:31 and Revelation 4:6ff respectively)? Discuss your answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Some quarters argue that the Authorised Version’s translation of the phrase ‘with water’ 

with reference to baptism in Matthew 3:11 and Mark 1:8 carries a wrong preposition in 
view of the original Greek en. In your opinion, which mainline denomination would be 
pleased to have it translated as ‘in water’, and why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian Church                                                                                Page 13 

10. Matthew 6:10, as well as Matthew 2:22; 4:6 and Mark 8:4 among others, contain the Greek 
preposition epi (literally ‘upon’) that has been translated as ‘in’ by translators of the 
Authorised Version. Why is this so? What circumstances allow for Greek prepositions to be 
variably translated? (Also refer to the related discussions on Greek prepositions in 1 
Thessalonians 4:14 and 2 Peter 1:1 that follow.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. What particular guideline do some Greek scholars follow in supporting the omission of the 

Greek definite article to in the translation? (See discussion on Luke 9:58.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Name the two views of 2 Corinthians 5:14 that can be supported in the way it is being 

translated in the Authorised Version as ‘if one died for all, then were all dead’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Discuss the comparison that the author made between the New King James Version and the 

Authorised Version of the English Bible. 
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The Attacks on the Authority of Scripture 
(Questions based on pp. 33-36 of Bible Witness, Volume 11, Issue 2 – 400TH YEAR OF KJV & 10TH YEAR OF BW) 

1. Describe how the apostle Peter emphasised the supremacy of Scripture in 2 Peter 1:16-18. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. If Scripture is erroneous anywhere in its pages, name the possible implications that may 

arise, according to Robert Reymond who was quoted in this article. What is the only way to 
avoid such confusion? (John 14:6) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. According to theologian John Murray, what would become of mankind without the 

Scriptures? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What happened to man’s ability to think logically after the Fall and what were the 

consequences? 
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5. Read Genesis 3:1-5 and see who the very first textual critic was and what strategy he used 
in attacking the certainty of God’s Word. In what way was Eve also guilty of playing the 
textual critic? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. According to the apostle Paul in Romans 1:25, what particular characteristic can be found 

in people who are heading towards apostasy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. The words of Douglas Wilson: “The Bible meets no standard.” Why did he say this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Name the two groups that have been propagating the great attack on the Christian faith in 

the last days. What fundamental truths of Christianity are being subjected to these attacks? 
What is our only defence against such? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


